Sir John Leman High School

Key Stage 3 Assessment Guide

INTRODUCTION

Sir John Leman School started a new assessment and reporting system in September 2024 for Years 7-9. We use
percentages as a measure of attainment for several key reasons. Primarily, percentages provide a standardised and
easily interpretable way to compare student performance across different assessments, even if those assessments
have varying numbers of total marks. This allows for consistent tracking of progress over time and facilitates clear
communication of results to students, parents, and educators. Providing a year group average percentage alongside
individual scores allow for a valuable contextualisation of performance, indicating how a student is progressing relative
to their peers.

The new system aims to further support the delivery of our knowledge-rich curriculum, thus ensuring that our students
make outstanding progress and have a strong foundation for achieving success at GCSE.

Under this system students will be assessed on Academic Performance, Attitude to Learning and Homework.
Although the three distinct areas will be reported on individually, they are all linked and will inevitably crossover.

Assessment has many purposes and takes many forms. The most important of these are to inform teaching and
learning, and the development of the curriculum, which in turn improve outcomes for students. The purpose of
this document is to set out how the assessment systems work to meet these aims.

THE ASSESSMENT AREAS

1. ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

When assessments have been marked and graded, summative assessment data is published on Go4Schools. This
‘live’ assessment data can be viewed by parents and students on Go4Schools throughout the year. This data forms
the larger picture that is used to by staff to determine a students’ academic performance.

The school reports a percentage score in each subject for each student. We will publish reports twice per year, once

just prior to February half term, and again in July. Individual departments determine the percentage score for students
using a methodology appropriate to each subject. We will publish notes along with each report to make clear how this
is done for each subject. Acquisition of core knowledge will always form an integral part of the percentage scores.

Course overviews and assessment documents for each Key Stage 3 subject are available to parents and students on
the school website.

Example:
Percentage Year Group Attitude to Homework
Score Average Learning
Maths 58% 77% 5 Excellent
English 84% 70% 4 Inconsistent
Science 72% 75% 4 Good




2. ATTITUDE TO LEARNING

Student behaviour and effort are key components of student progress and are reported on a scale of 1to 5 as

detailed below:

Sir John Leman High Attitude to Learning

Attribute Outstanding Learner Motivated Learner Engaged Learner Passive Learner Reluctant Learner
Goes above and beyond Takes responsibility Responds positively Could do more Intervention Needed
5 4 3 2 1
e Displays enthusiasmand | e Is motivated to learn and Participates in all parts of | «  Sometimes lacks the e Shows little interest in
excitement for learning. make the most of every the lesson. motivation to learn. improving their
e Explores issues, events, opportunity. Generally, shows interest | «  Can be reluctant to understanding of a
or problems from different | ®  Asks questions to extend in improving their participate in all subject.
perspectives. their learning. learning. activities. e Is quickly put off by
e Controls and owns their e Learns from their Sometimes asks for help | e Is put off by failure. failure.
own learning. mistakes. from the teacher or other | ® Can easily go off task but | ¢  Often displays disruptive
i e Enjoys being creative and | ¢  Often shows the ability to learners. does respond to teacher behaviour that impacts
Learning can develop alternative work independently in Portrays a growth mind intervention. on learning.
Attitudes approaches. class. set towards learning e Learning maybe e Learning maybe affected
e s prepared to take risks e Manages their time and interrupted by frequent by persistent absence.
with their learning. tasks effectively. absence. e Is often without
i e Displays an exceptional e Shows a high level of e |s sometimes without equipment or kit.
o level of effort and commitment. appropriate equipment or | e  Portrays a fixed mind set
g commitment. e Always has a growth Kit. approach to leaming
= e Embraces a growth mind mind set towards e Generally, stays in their
g set towards learning learning comfort zone.
E e Dedicated and strives to e Tries hard to produce The work produced is e Lesson work is often o Reluctant to complete
+ produce work which is work to the best of their complete and at an incomplete and not of an work in lessons.
@ over and above what is ability. acceptable standard. acceptable standard. o Consistently fails to
& expected. e Always acts positively to Acts upon feedback. e Work can be rushed and produce the appropriate
Quality of e Always acts on feedback feedback lacking in detail. standard of work
to a high standard. e Response to feedback is expected.
work often minimal e Often off task even when
encouraged to remain on
task by the teacher.
e Response to feedback is
rarely positive.
e Consistently produces e Meets deadlines for o Homework is completed e Occasionally does not e Homework is rarely
pro; homework of a standard homework and classwork. to an acceptable complete homework or completed.
r above what is ted e Consistently produces all standard. may hand itin late_ e H1's and H2's arg issued
] Independent of them. work to the expected H1's may have been e H1's and H2's are often regularly.
E Learning ® Seeks to further standard. issued. issued.
£ knowledge of topics by
2 participating in additional
research.
OVERALL ATTITUDE Aspires to be the Is hard working and Shows a desire to Needs external Struggles to engage in
best they can be determined to d d motivation to d learning

3. HOMEWORK

Homework tasks will be regularly set on GO4Schools by subjects. The tasks set will be varied in nature and length,

for example:

* The tasks set will be varied throughout each subject, ranging projects over a few weeks, research about a

subject, worksheets, extended writing etc. Any homework task will complement the work that has been
completed within lessons.

* Tasks may use online platforms: Educake, Kerboodle, and MathsPad, where students are set certain tasks to
complete by a set date. These may also mark and give instant feedback to your child so that they know which
areas to improve upon.

* Tasks may be short or long term; for example, a project in English which takes half a term to complete or a
short worksheet which is due the following lesson.



