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Dear Parent/Carer

Through Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9), students have followed a very broad-based curriculum providing an opportunity to
gain experience in a number of subjects. Moving into Key Stage 4 (Years 10-11) your child will have the opportunity to
start to self-direct part of their learning through ‘opting’ to study selected subjects to examination level.

In preparation for this we would like to invite you to an Options Evening at SJLHS on Thursday 15th January 4:00pm —
6:00pm where you will be able to find about more about the process, and students will get the opportunity to talk to
subject leaders about options they are interested in. Mr Slater, Director of Upper School, will give a talk on the process
in the main school hall at 4:30pm and repeated at 5:30pm.

You will notice from the Options Booklet, which will be given to your child on 15% January, that we require all students,
in line with Government guidelines, to continue to study a broad and balanced curriculum, maintaining studies in the
core subjects of English, Mathematics, Science, Religious Studies, Physical Education and PSHEE alongside the flexibility
offered by a range of additional option subjects.

It is very important for the success of your child at Key Stage 4 that they choose subjects that which will allow them to
achieve to the best of their ability, and as such we aim to offer an individual and impartial options process that allows
them, and yourselves, to make informed choices.

The Options Booklet, supported by the Options Evening, contains information on all the courses on offer. It is important
that student use this, alongside support from tutors, teachers, support staff and parents to make the best choices for
their success moving forwarded.

It should be noted that we do not work on a first come first served basis so there is no advantage to submitting any
forms quickly, we would prefer students and parents to consider courses seriously and make the right choice as
changing courses after the Option Form deadline on Friday 13t February 2026 is usually not possible.

Please note the key dates in the process:

e Thursday 15* January: Options Evening

e Wednesday 4+ February:  Practice Option Form deadline (submitted on Student Portal)
e Thursday 5% February: Year 9 Parents Evening (in person)

e Friday 13 February: Final Option Form deadline (submitted on MCAS App)

NOTE: - Course choices will be confirmed just before the end of the summer term.

I hope that by working together we can help your child to achieve well at Key Stage 4. If you would like any additional
advice or information please do contact us.

Yours sincerely
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INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS

Welcome to the Options Booklet for 2026 — your guide to understanding the options process and making
informed choices about your future study in Year 10 and 11 at SJLHS.

KEY DATES

Year 9 Options Information evening Thursday 15 January
Tutor guidance interviews Ongoing through January
Draft Option Form deadline (submitted on Student Portal) Wednesday 4t February
Year 9 Parents Evening Thursday 5t February
Final Option Form portal opens (on MCAS App) Thursday 5% February
Final Option Form Deadline (submitted on MCAS App) Friday 13t February

At Sir John Leman High School we have aimed to develop an exciting curriculum for the 21 century. We are
trying to provide you with an interesting, appropriate and stimulating range of subjects, qualifications and
opportunities to suit all of our students.

This is an exciting time: you are able to make some choices about what you study for the first time in your
education. Remember that you will be continuing study beyond the ages of 16 and you can specialise further
then. Keeping your experience as broad as possible is the most beneficial approach at Key Stage 4. Whilst aiming
to provide a balance of subject areas across the curriculum, we also provide the opportunity for you to play to
your strengths in particular areas. It is worth noting that your ‘core’ subjects equip you to continue studies in
most areas in the future.

This booklet contains all the courses we hope to provide for 2026 — 2028. We will provide you with all the
information you need to decide, please use it. Read each page carefully and note all the guidance available.
Should you need to speak to someone further you can contact your form tutor, teachers and subject leaders.

There is no need to submit your form before the deadline of 13t February 2026 as they will not be processed
before that date. What is essential is that you actively choose subjects and know what they entail through
reading this information and talking to teachers. Do not just choose subjects without thinking and hope you will
be able to change later, it is highly unlikely you will be able to do so once courses have begun. Take responsibility
for your decision making and enjoy your success!

Top tips...

Look at your strengths — be positive

Choose subjects, not teachers

Be realistic

Be well-informed (see suggestions of sources and guidance)

AN NN

Look at the course descriptions, not just the subject titles
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INFORMATION ON USING THIS BOOKLET

We are pleased to offer a broad range of options which cater for a range of abilities, interests and preferred
assessment styles, within the constraints of Department for Education requirements. We have endeavoured to
balance this with ensuring your child follows a balanced curriculum which will equip them for future courses or
training, as they continue their education after Key Stage 4.

The subjects taken by all students are in m They are taken to examination level, except for PE.

In addition to these core subjects, students will take 3 other options, however please note that all courses run
subject to student numbers. We ask that students select a reserve subject, this is to accommodate course
clashes. If we are unable to offer 3 subjects from students initial selection, we will discuss this further with
individual students.

Subject titled in are the GCSE option courses. These may be familiar to you and your child as many of
these subjects have been studied previously. The assessment methods vary and it is important that students
read the information carefully and talk to subject leaders and teachers so that they can be confident that the
course will suit their preferences.

Also titled :JM¥]l3 are more vocationally focused courses; these tend to have more practical elements, although it
is strongly recommended that students read the course information carefully and are realistic about the
demands.

Once choices have been discussed with school staff and at home, we ask that students complete a draft Options
Form on The Student Portal — the window for this will be Friday 16" January to Wednesday 4" February.
Students will be guided through this with their form tutors.

The Final Options Form is submitted on the MCAS App the window for this will be Thursday 5 February to
by Friday 13" February 2026. Guidance how to do this is at the back of this booklet.

Please do not hesitate to contact Subject Leaders as identified in this guide if you require further information
about their area of responsibility. There will be an Options Information Evening on Thursday 15™ January
followed by subject Parents’ Evening on Thursday 5t February to enable you to discuss the appropriateness of
potential choices with subject leaders and teachers.

Sources of guidance

e Form Tutor

e Subject teachers/leaders of subject as named in this booklet

e Mr Curtis, Assistant Headteacher

e Mr Slater, Assistant Headteacher, Director of Upper School

e Mrs Maton, Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator
e Mrs Blower, Year Manager

e Mr Woodard, Careers Leader and Careers Advisor



ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE MRS J SHOOTE

What is it about?

In English Language you will learn to analyse fiction and non-fiction texts. You will also develop your writing skills,
learning to write in a variety of styles for different audiences and purposes.

In English Literature you will study a range of texts — poetry, plays and a novel — and will learn to analyse these closely.
You will also be assessed for your speaking and listening skills, and will receive a separate certificate for this.

What sort of work is done?

A wide variety of work will be completed over the two years. This will include:

e Creative / imaginative writing

e Writing to argue and persuade

e Reading a wide range of texts

e Planning and giving presentations

Homework plays a key role in the course and is set via half-termly projects.

How is it examined?

Both English Language and English Literature are assessed by examination at the end of year 11.
What qualifications will | get? What could it lead to?

e Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Language
e Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Literature

You will also get a certificate for your speaking and listening skills.
Career Directions
A good grade in English is a requirement of many employers, sixth forms, colleges and universities.

Students who do not receive a grade 4 in at least one of these subjects will be required by the Department for Education
to continue to study English up to the age of 18.



MATHEMATICS MR | MCLEAN

What is it about?

The Mathematics GCSE sets high expectations. It is a challenging qualification that demands a lot from students in both
foundation and higher and also provides further challenges for those aiming to achieve top grades. The GCSE in Maths
will provide a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study. It will encourage students to develop
confidence in, and a positive attitude towards Maths and to recognise the importance of Maths in their own lives and to
society.

What sort of work is done?
GCSE Maths will enable students to:

Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts

Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems

Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions

Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the
information and context

PwnNE

How is it examined?

There are 3 exams at the end of Year 11 (May/June). There are two tiers of entry, Foundation (1-5) & Higher (3-9).
Paper 1: Non calculator, 1 % hours.

Paper 2: With a calculator, 1 % hours.

Paper 3: With a calculator, 1 % hours.

There is no coursework or controlled assessment in Maths.

Calculators

As two of these exams are calculator-based, we ask students to have the fx-83GT CW (or better) calculator for use in all
lessons and exams.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?

e Pearson Edexcel Level/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Mathematics

Following this course, those with the higher grades (numbers) will be able to continue their Maths by selecting A Level
Maths (grade 6 or higher), A Level Maths and Further Maths (grade 7 or higher) or Mathematical Studies (grade 4 or
higher and not taking another maths qualification).

Career Directions
A good grade in Mathematics is a requirement of many employers, sixth forms, colleges and universities.

Students who do not achieve a grade 4 or higher in Mathematics will be required by the Department for Education to
continue to study Mathematics up to the age of 18.



COMBINED SCIENCES MRS A BEDFORD

Students started the Pearson Edexcel Level 1 / Level 2 GCSE (9-1) Combined Science course in September 2023. Tests
before Christmas and Easter will ensure all students are in the most appropriate group for their ability and effort level.

What is it about?

Students will complete a series of units in all three science subjects Biology, Chemistry and Physics combining to give
two GCSEs. Both GCSEs will be examined at the end of year 11.

What sort of work is done?

The science curriculum spans across Biology, Chemistry and Physics. In year 9 students cover core topics such as Energy,
Forces, Enzymes, Cells, States of Matter and Structure of the Atom. In years 10 and 11 students complete more complex
content such as the Heart, Radioactivity and Global Warming.

Extended learning is set as school policy — on a regular basis to consolidate and extend learning. End of unit tests will be
completed in lesson time to assess the progress of each student and to direct students requiring intervention. Pre-public
examinations (mock exams) will be completed at the end of each course.

How is it examined?

The combined science course consists of two examinations in each of the subjects (Biology, Chemistry and Physics),
making a total of six papers. Each paper is 1 hour and 10 minutes each and accounts for 16.67% of the qualification.

Is there a Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) requirement in the new GCSE?

There is no NEA associated with Science GCSE but students are expected to complete set practical skills throughout the
GCSE in lessons to be written up and assessed by their teachers. These practical skills will be included in the GCSE exam
paper content.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?

e Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Combined Science (equivalent to two GCSEs)
With grades 9 — 6 you could study any of the A-level Sciences; Biology, Chemistry and Physics. With grades 4 — 5 you
could also be considered for the BTEC Level 3 Diploma and this can give you access to all apprentice opportunities at
colleges and Higher Education establishments and extended skills programs.

Career directions can include Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy and Veterinary science, Chemical engineering, Metrology
and Research, Engineering, Physics and Aviation. A-level Science qualifications are one of the core qualifications sort out
by the top universities in the country as evidence of your academic ability and can give you access to high level entry
into public services and the military.



RELIGIOUS STUDIES MR A MAYERS

What is it about?

Students will study two world religions in depth and then learn about a range of moral and philosophical issues including
the religious perspectives on them.

What sort of work is done?
Component 1: Beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Hinduism
Component 2: The study of four religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes:

e Theme A: Relationships and Families. (Marriage, Contraception, Divorce, Purpose of Families)

e Theme B: Religion and life. (The environment, Abortion, Euthanasia, beliefs about life after death)

e Theme C: The existence of God and revelation. (Design / First Cause argument, miracles and revelation)
e Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict. (War, Terrorism, The U.N., Nuclear Disarmament)

e Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment. (Aims of Punishment, Death Penalty, the prison system)

e Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice. (Human Rights, Prejudice, Wealth and Poverty)

How is it examined?
Component 1:

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
96 marks (plus 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar)
50% of GCSE

Component 2:

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
96 marks (plus 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar)
50% of GCSE

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?

e AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Religious Studies

Career directions

Religious Studies shows employers and higher education institutions that you can understand the views of others, argue
a point convincingly and evaluate an argument. Any career working with other people would regard it as beneficial,
especially management where decisions have to be made in an analytical way.



ART| MRS J HALSEY

What is it about?

Art is about exploring ideas, conveying experiences and responding to themes or issues of personal significance. It is
about creativity and expression in equal measure. The Art Department offers traditional teaching of the essential skills of
drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpture to help students develop confidence in their work and to encourage them
to explore a range of approaches to the subject. We believe very strongly in encouraging young people to develop their
own personal styles of working and then to produce work that is a reflection of their own creative imaginations. We seek
to inspire a love of the visual arts in all of its forms and support students in exploring the creative process independently.
Students’ work is displayed around the school and they are encouraged to visit art galleries and museums to further
their understanding.

What sort of work is done?

There will be at least two coursework portfolio projects, which are completed throughout Year 10 and in the first term of
Year 11. Students are introduced to a variety of experiences, exploring a range of two- and/or three- dimensional media,
techniques and processes including both traditional and new technologies. We support students in exploring relevant
images, artefacts and resources relating to a range of art from the past and from recent times, including European and
non-European examples, which will be integral to the process of investigating and making art. A key aspect of the course
is the regular use of sketchbooks, which help us to develop our ideas, to become more articulate when making and
thinking about art, and to start to use subject specific terminology. Drawing and looking skills are continuously refined.
Projects for inclusion in the portfolio will be provided by the teacher throughout Year 10 and Year 11. We expect
students to be able to articulate their personal response to given themes and artists.

As the course progresses, we encourage students to become more independent in their decision making, and to bring
their own ideas to the table. This is an important part of developing their creative instincts, and it will spark more
enthusiasm for the subject.

How is it assessed?

This is an NEA (Non- Exam Assessment) course, with grades assigned using the following weighting:
1. Component 1 (Coursework) is worth 60% of the grade and is led and assessed by the teacher.
2. Component 2 (ESA: Externally Set Assignment) is worth the remaining 40% of the grade. The paper for this
component is set by the exam board and assessed by the teacher.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead on to?
e AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Art and Design (Fine Art)

This may enable you to develop personal interests or to pursue this further at A level and as a degree.

Career directions include becoming a professional artist or crafts person, architect, designer, illustrator, theatre or
costume designer/maker, animator or tattoo artist. You could also find yourself working in other creative industries such
as film, fashion, television, graphic design, advertising, museums and galleries. If you enjoy being creative, want to
increase your practical skills and improve your analytical, communication and research abilities, Art is a great choice at
GCSE. The skills you gain also make it an ideal complement to many other subjects.
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ANCIENT HISTORY MR J HOYLE

What is it about?

Paper 1 - Greece and Persia

Topic 1 — The Persian Empire, 559-465 BCE

This period study follows the unfolding narrative of the rise of the Persian Empire under the first four Achaemenid kings,
starting with the foundation of the empire under Cyrus the Great. You will examine the expansion of Persian territory
and construction projects of Cyrus’ successors before exploring the Persians’ attempts to expand into Greece and the
resistance they faced.

Topic 2 — Athens in the Age of Pericles, 462-429 BCE

This depth study will focus on the political, military, social, economic, cultural and religious factors that led Pericles to
claim in his Funeral Oration that “Athens was an education to Greece”. You will study Athens at the peak of its power
with its own empire and the emergence of a thriving culture.

Paper 2 — Rome and its neighbours

Topic 1 — The foundation of Rome : from kingship to republic, 753-440 BCE

This longer period study explores the early development of Ancient Rome. You will study the political and social
structures, cultural and religious practices, and military advances throughout this time. You will explore the complex
relationships between the kings, the Roman people and other countries in this period and later during the Republican
era, the changing role of plebeians and patricians, and Rome’s growing influence in the ancient world.

Topic 2 — Hannibal and the Second Punic War 218-201 BCE

This depth study examines the complex factors that allowed Hannibal to invade Rome with his war elephants and defeat
its army, but how after 17 years Hannibal was forced to leave Italy to defend Carthage from a Roman invasion.

How is it examined ?

Papers 1 and 2 are examined in the same way and are worth 50% each. They are written exams, each lasting 2 hours.
Each exam is worth 100 marks, with 10 additional marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar.

What qualification will | get ? What could it lead to ?
OCR GCSE (9-1) in Ancient History.

A qualification in Ancient History could lead to the study of A-Level Ancient History or History. It will compliment the
study of ancient languages such as Latin. Skills in any aspect of History shows employers and higher education
institutions that you understand the viewpoints of others, can construct supported and balanced arguments, and can
handle evidence critically.

Career directions could include journalism, law, museums, police, teaching and politics.
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BUSINESS MR J TRENCHARD

What is it about?

Business is relevant to all areas of working life, whether setting up your own business, or working in someone else’s
business, the skills and concepts you learn in Business will be useful. Business learns about how companies operate, how
they affect the environment around them and how they make a profit.

What sort of work is done?

In Business we feel it is important to combine theory with real-world business operations and topical issues affecting
businesses. Therefore, lessons combine learning business concepts and the use of business case studies, where students
are required to apply their knowledge to the issue or problems being presented. The course is split into two themes.
Each theme is examined separately.

Theme 1 comprises five topic areas: Theme 2 comprises five topic areas.

e Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship ® Topic 2.1 Growing the business

® Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity ® Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions

® Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice ® Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions

e Topic 1.4 Making the business effective ® Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions

® Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business | ® Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions

Extended learning is set through the Seneca Learning platform.

How is it examined?

The course consists of two externally examined papers:

Paper 1: Theme 1- Investigating small business activity

e Written Exam — 1hr 45 mins
e 50% of GCSE
e 90 marks

Paper 2: Theme 2- Building a business

e Written exam — 1hr 45 mins
e 50% of GCSE
e 90 marks

What Qualifications will | get? What could it lead to?
e Edexcel Level 1/Level2 GCSE (9-1) in Business

From GCSE Business you might go on to study A-level Business Studies or an A-level vocational Business course which
would then allow you entry to college or university.

Career directions could include sales, retail, marketing, accountancy, personnel management, business management,
administration or work in an office environment. Business will also provide you with the basic skills for setting up your
own business.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE MR P ROBINSON

What is it about?
Computer Science will enable students to:

e Acquire and apply knowledge, some technical skills and an understanding of the use of algorithms in computer
programs to solve problems using programming in a range of contexts. Mathematical ability and understanding
is important to enable success._For this reason, entry is restricted to those who are in set 1 or 2 for
mathematics.

e Use their knowledge and understanding of computer technology to become independent and discerning users

of IT, able to make informed decisions about the use and awareness of the implications of different technologies.
e Develop computer programs to solve problems. It is very important that students are resilient and persevere in
problem solving. They will develop the skills to work collaboratively.
e Evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs/solutions and the impact of, and issues related to, the use of
computer technology in society.
This course is suited to students who want to go more into the computer programming side of IT.

What sort of work is done?

Unit 01 — Computer Systems

The first component is an exam focused on computer systems covering the physical elements of computer science and
the associated theory. This unit will cover: Systems architecture, memory, storage, wired and wireless networks, network
topologies, protocols and layers, network security, system software and moral, social, legal, cultural and environmental
concerns.

Unit 02 — Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming

This component is focused on the core theory of computer science and the application of computer science principles.
This unit will cover: Translators and facilities of languages, algorithms, high- and low-level programming, computational
logic and data representation, programming techniques, design, development, effectiveness and efficiency, technical
understanding, testing, evaluation and conclusions and a programming challenges and a programming project.

How is it examined?

By examination. Units 01 and 02; Computer systems and computational thinking, algorithms and programming units are
assessed by examination and worth 50% for each of the two exams.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?
e OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Computer Science

You could go on to study A Levels in Computer Science, Electronics, or ICT, or go on to study apprenticeships or Diplomas
in Engineering or Cambridge Technicals in IT (levels 2 and 3).

Career directions might include Games Developer, Web Designer, Network Manager, Computer programmer and
Teaching
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CREATIVE iMEDIA MR P ROBINSON

What is it about?

Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia focuses on the creative side of computing and digital media, including graphic
design, and game design and creation. This course is suited to students who want to go into the more creative side of
computing.

What sort of work is done?

Creative iMedia in the media industry

In this unit, students will learn about the sectors, products and job roles that form the media industry. They will learn the
legal and ethical issues considered and the processes used to plan and create digital media products. They will learn how
media codes are used within the creation of media products to convey meaning, create impact and engage audiences.
They will learn to choose the most appropriate format and properties for different media products. Completing this unit
will provide students with the basic skills for further study or a range of creative job roles within the media industry.

Visual identity and digital graphics

In this unit, students will learn how to develop visual identities for clients. They will also learn to apply the concepts of
graphic design to create original digital graphics, which incorporate their visual identity to engage a target audience.
Completing this unit will introduce the foundations for further study or a wide range of job roles within the media
industry.

Digital games

In this unit, students will learn to interpret client briefs to devise original digital game concepts. They will learn to plan
digital games effectively and to use a game design document to create engagement among developers and clients. They
will learn to create, edit, test and export playable digital games, which they have designed. Completing this unit will
provide students with the basic skills for further study or a range of creative and technical job roles within the media
industry.

How is it examined?

Creative iMedia in the media industry is assessed by a one hour thirty minute written exam and the other two units are
Non-examined Assessments (NEAs) and are centre-assessed and externally moderated by an OCR Visiting Moderator.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?
e OCR Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia

From the Cambridge National in Creative iMedia you could go on to study Digital Game Production BTEC Extended
Certificate, A Levels in Computer Science, Electronics, or ICT, or continue to study Apprenticeships or Diplomas in
Engineering or Cambridge Technicals in IT (levels 2 and 3).

Career directions might include:

e Games Developer, Web Designer, Network Manager, Computer programmer, Teaching, IT Help and Support, IT
Analysis
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION MRS R DAVIES

What is it about?

The course is designed to equip learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills required to prepare food,
applying the principles of nutrition, healthy eating and food science. The heart of the course is the development of
strong practical food handling skills and techniques as well a good understanding of nutrition.

What sort of work is done?

e Focused practical cookery tasks — developing high level making skills and techniques using a wide range of
ingredients and equipment

e Investigations into the scientific principles which underlie the preparation and cooking of food

e Studying the composition, health aspects, nutritional value and functions of food

e Learning about food choice, provenance, health and safety

e Presentation and food styling techniques

Students are expected to provide their own ingredients for this subject, unless there are extenuating circumstances.

Extended learning will be set on a regular basis to enhance students’ knowledge and understanding of the subject.
Undertaking practical food preparation at home is always valuable too.

How is it examined?

Two Non-Examined Assessments (NEAs)

i) 15% of the total GCSE [10 hours] — A food investigation task exploring scientific principles involved in the
preparation and cooking of food.

ii) 35% of the total GCSE [20 hours] — A food preparation task incorporating a three hour session involving the
preparation, cooking and presentation of three dishes.

One examination paper

50% of the total GCSE [1 hour 30 minutes] - questions based on Food Preparation and Nutrition.
What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?
e OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Food Preparation and Nutrition
Further study could be in Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition, Science, Health and Sport.
Career directions include:

Sports Science, Physiotherapy, Catering, Hospitality, Food Science, Nursing, Caring, Education, Retail, Marketing,
Dietetics, Food Technology, Agriculture, Food Product Development and Environmental Health.
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY (with MATERIALS) MISS REGIS & MRS MESSENGER

What is it about?

This course allows students to continue to study Design and Technology in an holistic way, developing the skills,
understanding and experiences to become effective product designers. The course combines the theoretical
understanding of a wide range of technological areas including materials and their properties, emerging technologies,
mechanical and electrical systems and sustainability, alongside practical application of solving problems through
designing and making products using materials technology.

What sort of work is done?

e A wide range of mini projects — developing understanding and high level making skills using materials (wood,
metals and plastics), components and mechanical and electrical systems.

e Development of problem solving capabilities through iterative designing.

e Designing skills including sketching, modelling and Computer-aided Design (2D and 3D CAD)

e Development of practical skills using traditional hand and machine tools, alongside new Computer-aided
Manufacturing processes such as 3D printing.

e Investigating the commercial manufacture of products

e Investigation of the social, cultural and environmental issues related to product design and manufacture

How is it examined?
Paper 1 (50%)

This unit will be assessed through a 2 hour written exam at the end of the course. It will assess your knowledge and
understanding of three key areas.

A) Core technical principles — this will focus on a range of technical issues relating to design and technology including
modern and smart materials, energy, electrical and mechanical systems and material properties.

B) Specialist Technical Principles — this will focus on materials technology and associated issues related to the use of
woods, metals, plastics and composites.

C) Designing and making principles — this will focus on the principles and skills of designing as a problem solving activity.

Non-Exam Assessment (50%)

This unit will involve you setting your own design challenge chosen from themes set by the exam board in June of Year
10. You will need to research into the design problem, develop and model design ideas, plan and manufacture your
product and test it. The work will be presented as an A3 portfolio and final 3D prototype. Whilst you can use any suitable
materials, the focus of the course will be developing skills in the use of materials technology (wood, metal, plastics
etc...). The unit will be assessed by your teacher and moderated by the exam board.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?

e AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Design and Technology

Further study could be in product design, applied arts, architecture, engineering (various), theatre design, jewellery
design, furniture design, transport design, building trades etc.

Career directions could include careers in product design, applied arts, architecture, engineering (various), theatre
design, jewellery design, furniture design, transport design, building trades etc.
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY (with TEXTILES) MRS MESSENGER AND MISS REGIS

What is it about?

This course allows students to continue to study Design and Technology in a holistic way, developing the skills,
understanding and experiences to become effective product designers. The course combines the theoretical
understanding of a wide range of technological areas including materials and their properties, emerging technologies,
mechanical and electrical systems and sustainability, alongside practical application of solving problems through
designing and making products using textiles technology.

What sort of work is done?

e A wide range of mini projects — developing understanding and high level making skills using materials (textiles and
compliant materials) components and mechanical and electrical systems.

e Development of problem solving capabilities through iterative designing.

e Designing skills including sketching, modelling and Computer-aided Design

e Development of practical skills using traditional hand and machine tools, alongside new Computer-aided
Manufacturing

e Investigating the commercial manufacture of products

e Investigation of the social, cultural and environmental issues related to product design and manufacture

How is it examined?
Paper 1 (50%)

This unit will be assessed through a 2 hour written exam at the end of the course. It will assess your knowledge and
understanding of three key areas.

A) Core technical principles — this will focus on a range of technical issues relating to design and technology including
modern and smart materials, energy, electrical and mechanical systems and material properties.

B) Specialist Technical Principles — this will focus on textiles technology and associated issues related to the use of
papers, board and card.

C) Designing and making principles — this will focus on the principles and skills of designing as a problem solving activity.

Non-Exam Assessment (50%)

This unit will involve you setting your own design challenge chosen from themes set by the exam board in June of Year
10. You will need to research into the design problem, develop and model design ideas, plan and manufacture your
product and test it. The work will be presented as an A3 portfolio and final prototype. Whilst you can use any suitable
materials, the focus of the course will be developing skills in the use of textile technology. The unit will be assessed by
your teacher and moderated by the exam board.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?

e AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Design and Technology

Further study could be in fashion design, applied arts, costume design, textiles technology etc.

Career Directions could include careers in fashion design, trend forecasting, applied arts, costume design, textiles
technology, visual merchandising, interior design etc.
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FRENCH MRS HOLLAND
What is it about?

Language is more than words. Language is communication, it is culture, it is connection. Studying French enables you to
broaden your horizons and explore the language and culture of the French-speaking world whilst also improving your
communication skills. Learning a language is a skill for life and something that is both enjoyable and rewarding.

What sort of work is done?

Building on the work undertaken in Year 9, you will develop your reading and listening skills and also practise speaking
and writing in French. The GCSE French course is organised into a range of engaging and relatable thematic contexts,
which are relevant to students’ current and future needs.

- My personal world

- Lifestyle and wellbeing
- My neighbourhood

- Media and technology

- Studying and my future
- Travel and tourism

How is it examined?

During the course, there will be regular vocabulary tests within each module of work as well as end of module
assessments in reading, listening, speaking, or writing.

At the end of Year 11, there will be examinations in the four skill areas, each providing 25% of the final grade. GCSE
French has a Foundation Tier (grades 5-1) and a Higher Tier (grade 9-4). Students must take all four question papers at
the same tier.

Paper 1: Speaking — Foundation 7-9 minutes — Higher 10-12 minutes

Paper 2: Listening & Understanding — Foundation 45 minutes — Higher 60 minutes
Paper 3: Reading & Understanding — Foundation 45 minutes — Higher 60 minutes
Paper 4: Writing — Foundation 75 minutes — Higher 80 minutes

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?
e Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in French

You could go on to study French in the Sixth Form and then at university, possibly combining it with another subject such
as Law, Business, Travel and Tourism, Media or International Development. You could also use French in many local or
national companies and businesses. In addition, a language at GCSE is often an entry requirement for the most
competitive degree courses across a range of subjects.

Career directions:

Employers in many sectors welcome the problem-solving and communication skills that students develop when they
study a language. French is an important language and can lead to a variety of careers in Business, Media, Law, Science,
Education, Travel and Finance. Having a language qualification can open up so many opportunities and can take you all
over the world working in Hospitality, the Armed Forces or teaching English abroad, the possibilities are endless! French
is particularly in demand for organisations such as Médecins Sans Frontieres, an international medical and humanitarian
organisation who work in lots of French speaking areas of Africa.
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GEOGRAPH MR A THURGAR

What is it about?

Our Natural World:

The first part of this unit considers the challenges of natural hazards; our hazardous Earth is studied including our
changing climate, tectonic hazards and weather hazards and their impacts. The second part of this unit investigates our
living world including studying our vast biodiversity and how we can sustain our precious ecosystems, for example our
rainforests. The final part considers examines physical landscapes in the UK including our coast and river landscapes.

Challenges in the Human Environment:

This unit focusses on the study of people and society. In the first section of this unit, urban issues and challenges facing
our changing cities are investigated. Following on from this, our changing economic world is examined, looking at global
development and how it affects societies. Finally, resource management provides an opportunity to consider our
resource resilience in terms of future energy supplies.

What sort of work is done?

Class work, computer research and field work. Extended learning is set regularly and includes additional case study
research, exam practice and other geographical skills.

How is it examined?

There are three examinations at the end of the GCSE course. Examinations test knowledge and understanding of topics
studied, and geographical skills including decision making and field work skills.

How important is fieldwork?

Two educational visits are undertaken to carry out fieldwork and collect primary data. A report is produced where
primary data and additional secondary research is described, analysed and interpreted, conclusions are reached and
evaluated. An examination will assess all of the skills used to complete this unit of work.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?
. AQA GCSE (9-1) in Geography

From this you might go on to study ‘A’ Level Geography, Environmental Science or Geology, or go on to complete a Level
2/3 course in Travel and Tourism.

Career directions might include seismologist, geophysicist, oceanographer, climatologist, geophysical engineer,
researcher, volcanologist, hydrologist, marketing, teaching, planning and surveying, journalism and media, demographer,
administration, leisure and tourism, conservation and environmental.
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE MISS SMITH

What is it about?

This vocational course offers students the opportunity to study work relating to health, social and early years’ sectors. It
may be of particular interest to students considering a future career in any of these areas.

What sort of work is done?

Students will complete a range of assignments based on different aspects of working within health and social care and
early years sectors. A portfolio of evidence of skills and knowledge is produced which is externally assessed (Non
Examined Assessment - NEA). It is beneficial that students think about their work experience in Year 10 in one of these
types of settings.

How is it examined?

Coursework (NEA) is an essential component of this qualification covering a range of topics such as communication in
health, social and early years’ settings. The examination will cover how the needs of each life stage are met by services
within the sectors and how values of care support service users.

How important is Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)?

Essential and mandatory: it is a significant part of the final assessment. Students must be able to work methodically
and keep up to date with your NEA. Consequently, excellent attendance and study skills are needed.

What qualifications will | get? What could it lead to?

The course will initially aim to meet the requirements of the National Certificate Level 2 at pass, merit or distinction level
and is an excellent foundation for those wanting to pursue a career in child/health or social care environments.

Career Directions could include nurse, midwife, carer, child minder, care worker, personal assistant, social worker,
community support and outreach worker, teaching, health promotion specialist, etc.
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HISTOR MR J HOYLE

What is it about?

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world

Section A - America, 1920-1973: Opportunity and inequality (Period study)

This period study focuses on the development of America during a turbulent half century of change. It was a period of
opportunity and inequality — when some Americans lived the ‘American Dream’ whilst others grappled with the
nightmare of poverty, discrimination and prejudice.

Section B - Conflict and tension, 1894-1918 (Wider world depth study)

This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse interests of nations and states. It
focuses on the causes, nature and conclusion of the First World War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred,
and why it proved difficult to bring the war to a conclusion. This study also considers the role of key individuals and
groups in shaping change and how they were affected by and influenced international relations.

Paper 2: Shaping the Nation

Section A: Britain: Health and the people: C1000 to the present day (Thematic Study)

This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health developed in
Britain over a long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of short and long term
developments, their impact on British society and how they were related to the key features and characteristics of the
periods during which they took place.

Section B: Norman England C1066 — C1100 (British depth studies including the historic environment)

This option allows students to study in depth the arrival of the Normans and the establishment of their rule. The depth
study will focus on major aspects of Norman rule, considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural
standpoints of this period and arising contemporary and historical controversies.

OR

Section B: Elizabethan England C1568 — C1603 (British depth studies including the historic environment)

This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's reign. The study will
focus on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural
standpoints, and arising contemporary and historical controversies.

As section B of paper 2 includes the historic environment, which changes every year, we will be keeping our options
open here so that we can choose either the Normans or the Elizabethans based on what suits our students best.

How is it examined?

Papers 1 and 2 are examined in the same way and are worth 50% each:

Written exams: Two papers. Two hours long each worth 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and
grammar).

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?

AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in History

From this you might go on to study A level History or A Level Ancient History. A study of History shows employers and
higher education institutions that you can understand the views of others, argue a point convincingly and evaluate an
argument.

Career directions might include working in journalism, the law, museums service, working for the national trust, or a
career in archaeology or teaching.
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LATIN MISS E BRADLEY

What is it about?

Latin is more than the study of a language; it is more, still, than the study of the Romans, who spoke the language.
Studying Latin at GCSE allows students to see the world from a Roman perspective — life, love and growing up —and to
form their own perspectives. Latin is held in high regard for the breadth and depth of what is studied. At the core is the
development of both logic and sympathy. By studying Latin, you can develop these invaluable skills while delving into the
stories and myths of the Roman world, as countless have done for 2,500 years.

This option is only available to those who are currently studying Latin.

What sort of work is done?

LANGUAGE COMPONENT

This component trains the student in understanding and appreciating the Latin language though the study of texts and
stories. Students will learn more constructions and words to broaden their understanding of the Latin language.
Students are expected to translate an unseen passage of confected or adapted Latin; understand and respond to
guestions of unseen passages of Latin.

PROSE AND VERSE LITERATURE COMPONENT

This component uses original sources as created by the most famous Roman authors. This component includes both a
prose and a verse text. Students will be required to understand and respond to aspects of content and the context of the
set text(s); translate a short passage of the set text into English; analyse aspects of content, providing a personal
response to the literature. They will be also required to recognise and analyse aspects of literary style, characterisation,
strength of argument and literary meaning as appropriate to the set text studied.

In all components, students will be expected to analyse, apply logic and give opinions. The knowledge and skills we apply
in Latin will be transferable and useful for students who study English, Maths, Science, Modern Foreign Languages and
History, to name but a few.

How is it examined?

The qualification is examined by written exam only.

Language Component: 1 hour 30 minutes exam, 100 marks, 50% of GCSE
Prose Literature Component: 1 hour exam, 50 marks, 25% of GCSE
Verse Literature Component: 1 hour exam, 50 marks, 25% of GCSE

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?
OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Latin

The qualification will enable students to study Latin at A-level; it is also very beneficial for those intending to study
Classical Civilisation or Ancient History. Latin is highly regarded by university admission tutors and employers. The logic
and sympathy integral to a Classical degree can be applied across a range of creative, research and management
positions.

Career Directions could include academia, civil service, design and visual arts, drama and performing arts, journalism,

legal profession, media, medical profession, public relations, project management, programming and web design,
teaching, publishing and science research.
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MEDIA STUDIES MR S MULLINGER

What is it about?

“Media literacy is a powerful tool with its own vocabulary and grammar that makes an emotional and psychological
point to an audience.” Martin Scorsese

The AQA GCSE Media Studies course is a thorough combination of theory and practice. Across the units of study
students will:

e Learn about media industries worth £2 trillion globally
e Study a range of different media such as video games, films, television programmes, newspapers and magazines
e Create and design their own media products including websites, short films, magazines and music videos

What sort of work is done?

Students will develop analytical and practical skills. Practical work will make use of the department’s range of
equipment from digital cameras to the latest Apple Mac editing software. Abilities developed in Media Studies will also
directly impact on other subjects like English, using transferrable core skills such as:

e Textual analysis
e Presentational proficiency
e |maginative and creative ideation

One hour of extended learning will be set over the two-week timetable with tasks such as analysis of varied Media texts
studied in school, research, portfolio work or extension tasks appropriate to individuals’ needs.

How is it examined?

The qualification is assessed by two written exams at the end of the two years demonstrating the development of analysis
of Media products. There will be one Non-Exam Assessment creating a practical Media product.

How important is the Non-Exam Assessment (NEA)?

The Non-Exam Assessment represents 30% of the overall qualification and allows students to express their passions for
the practical elements of the course. Needless to say, attendance is very important to achieve the best possible
outcome.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?
e AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Media Studies

Students looking to progress will find Media Studies of great benefit to access Media and Film at A-Level in the 6th
Form: potentially moving towards more specialist qualifications or employment.

Career directions

Future career paths from Media Studies include Audio-Visual and Print Journalism, Film and Television Production in all
areas, Online and Video Game Design, Social Media Content and Advertising. Students with interest in these areas
should certainly consider Media Studies to start their journey into this extensive and exciting environment.
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MUSIC MISS M ELLIS

What is it about?

GCSE Music encourages students to study a range of music to nurture in-depth musical understanding, develop
performance skills both as a soloist and as a member of an ensemble, develop creativity through developing
composition skills and, develop as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with
enquiring minds.

What sort of work is done?

You will develop your own performing skills on an instrument or voice and will be expected to perform a solo and as
part of an ensemble through work completed in school. You will also compose music in different styles once you have
learnt about different approaches and techniques. You will expand your knowledge and understanding of music through
listening and learning about set works from different times, places and cultures.

Homework is set regularly and students will also need to develop a regular practice routine. All basic work is completed
in school but to achieve a good grade the extra hours will pay dividends.

How is it examined?

e Component 1: Performing (NEA) - total 72 marks (30% of GCSE)
Solo Performance (36 marks)
Ensemble Performance (36 marks)

e Component 2: Composing (NEA) - total 72 marks (30% of GCSE)
Free Composition (36 marks)
Brief Composition (36 marks)

e Component 3: Appraising — total 96 marks (40% of GCSE)
Listening and written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes

How important is Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)?

Very. You complete 60% controlled assessment for this course. 30% for performance (two pieces - one solo and one
ensemble) and 30% for two compositions. It is very important that you keep up to date with NEA tasks and develop a
regular practise routine.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?

e WIJEC Edugas Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Music
From this you might go on to study A Levels in Music or Music Technology or a Level 3 BTEC Diploma.
Work in this subject would enhance or is enhanced by work in Media Studies or Performing Arts.

Career directions might include Performing, Teaching, Music Therapy, Recording and Music Production, Media work or
Administration, Arts Management and Concert Hall/Events Manager.
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PERFORMING ARTS (DRAMA) MRS R MAYERS

What is it about?

The Edugas Vocational Award in Performing Arts is a practical introduction to life and work in the performing arts
industry. The course encourages students to:

e Collaborate imaginatively and creatively with other learners to develop and communicate ideas

e Reflect on and evaluate their own work and the work of others

e Develop and demonstrate competence in a range of practical, creative and performance skills

o Develop as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds

What sort of work is done?

You will be assessed through project work. You will learn the skills and techniques needed to produce a successful
performance of an existing work, such as a piece of music or an extract from a play or show. You will also learn how to
create and refine your own original work in performing arts. In addition, You will learn about areas of the performing
arts industry that need to be considered when responding to a commission, and will consider these when coming up
with and pitching your own idea.

How is it examined?
Unit 1 ‘Performing’ Weighting: 30%
Assessment: internally assessed assignments
Unit 2 ‘Creating’ Weighting 30%
Assessment: internally assessed assignments
Unit 3 ‘Performing Arts in Practice * Weighting 40%

Assessment: externally assessed task through portfolio and presentation

How important is the Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)?

Very. The NEA makes up 60% of the qualification and so it is of great importance to keep up to date with NEA tasks. This
includes lesson notes, extended learning projects and rehearsals for assessed performances.

What qualification will | get?
Eduqas Level 1 /2 Vocational Award in Performing Arts
What could it lead to?

From this qualification you might go on to study A Level Drama or Theatre Studies, or a BTEC National in Performing Arts,
a level 3 qualification which is equivalent to an A Level.

Career directions could include: performer, director, media careers, theatre production and administration, personnel
manager, social work, youth and community work, teacher, marketing and public relations, law, uniformed services,
nursing and health care.
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PHOTOGRAPHY MR R VAUGHAN

What is it about?

This course is for anyone who is interested in developing their skills in taking photographs and expressing themselves
through this visual language. You will need to be creative and take lots of photographs. You will learn technical skills, like
how to use a camera and develop your work in Photoshop and you’ll study the work of other photographers.

After a short period of time learning how to use the cameras and exploring basic technical and compositional
techniques, you will focus on developing your work in response to some of the most well- known photographers in the
world. You will need to be able to think creatively and be able to analyse what you have done as well as analysing the
work of others.

Extended learning is vital and will be set as per school policy.
How is it examined?

The course is split into 2 components. The first is a major piece of Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) which is worth 60%
of the overall mark. This NEA is made up of a portfolio of work covering a number of key areas of Photography, from
Landscape to Fashion to Documentary photography.

The second component is an examination unit. At the end of the course you will sit a ten-hour controlled assessment
spread over six sessions. You will be given the exam paper approximately ten weeks before the exam to do preparatory
work.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?

e AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Art and Design (Photography)

GCSE Photography could lead you into GCE A level Photography where you would develop your skills further over a two
year period. GCSE could lead you into many of the creative industries.

Career directions include becoming a photographer or a designer, working in graphics or fashion or perhaps in film,
television or advertising.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION MR M GRICKS

What is it about?

You will learn and develop your understanding of the theoretical aspects of Physical Education and Sport and improve
your sporting performance through acquiring and developing practical skills.

What sort of work is done?

Theory lessons to cover work on the following areas:

o Health and fitness

o Skeletal and muscular systems

. Circulatory and respiratory systems
. Sponsorship and media

o Drugs in sport

Practical lessons that will develop your skills and understanding in various sports to include: badminton, trampolining,
basketball, football, hockey, netball, athletics and cricket.

How is it examined?

o Two 1hr 15 min theory papers at the end of the course which is 60% of the final grade.

o Assessed in 3 practical sports worth 40% of the final grade (1 individual sport, 1 team sport and another).
Accompanying the theory lessons there will be regular homework usually through the extended learning work book.
How important is coursework?

Coursework is extremely important. You are assessed in three sports which need to be practiced regularly. You are
expected to do at least two extracurricular sports club a week to improve your coursework grade. You will also have to
do a written piece of coursework, analysing your own performance.

What qualifications will I get? What could it lead to?
o AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Physical Education

From this qualification you may continue to study A-Level PE or a Level 3 Diploma in Sports. You may also get involved
with specific sports clubs via apprenticeships and voluntary work experiences.

Career Directions can include:

. Teaching

. Analysing Performance
. Fitness Industry

. Coaching

o Medical Profession

. Sports Psychology

. Physiotherapy

o Dietician
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PSYCHOLOGY| MRS L BARNES

What is it about?
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and behaviour.

Cognition and Behaviour:

In studying memory, we will look at its structures and processes as well as discovering how we remember certain
material better than others, and how memory can be manipulated. In perception we will look at how the biological
structures of, for example, the eye are only part of what we see or perceive and how this is also influenced by factors like
culture and emotion. In development we will investigate the stages a child goes through to create their thinking and
social skills and how these later affect learning. Throughout the course we will investigate the ways psychologists obtain
all this information and we will assess the methods they use.

Social Context and Behaviour:

In social influence we will investigate the reasons for people’s compliance or obedience to the behaviour of others.
Language, thought and communication will allow us to look at the differences between animal and human
communication as well as the non-verbal signals we use to communicate. We will look at the biological structures that
shape our behaviour, like the nervous system and the brain itself in the brain and neuropsychology. Finally, in
psychological problems we will look at what mental health, and mental health problems are. Looking specifically at the
causes and treatments for depression and addiction.

What sort of work is done?

Class work will involve a number of learning techniques to best allow students to learn the extensive content. To
incorporate research methods, and give students a true experience of psychology, this may often involve students
participating in, or running experiments. Extended learning will be set regularly and will often involve revising material
for assessments. Students receive handouts for every lesson/topic and folders to keep these neatly in.

How is it examined?

There are two exams at the end of year 11, separated in line with the content above. These assess three core areas;
knowledge, application of knowledge to novel scenarios and evaluation. The exams are worth 50% of the GCSE grade
each.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?
. AQA GCSE (9-1) in Psychology

From this you might go on to study ‘A’ Level Psychology, Sociology or Physical Education, or go on to complete a Level 2/3
course in Health and Social Care.

Career directions might include; clinical psychology, sports psychology, forensic psychology, educational psychology,
occupational psychology, health psychology or counselling. Psychology also offers a range of skills and knowledge helpful
to other career areas like; medicine, law, policing, criminology, human relations, management, marketing and many
more.
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SPANISH MISS G HOLLAND

What is it about?

Language is more than words. Language is communication, it is culture, it is connection. Studying Spanish enables you to
broaden your horizons and explore the language and culture of the Spanish-speaking world whilst also improving your
communication skills. Learning a language is a skill for life and something that is both enjoyable and rewarding.

What sort of work is done?

Building on the work undertaken in Year 9, you will develop your reading and listening skills and also practise speaking
and writing in Spanish. The GCSE Spanish course is organised into a range of engaging and relatable thematic contexts,
which are relevant to students’ current and future needs.

- My personal world

- Lifestyle and wellbeing
- My neighbourhood

- Media and technology

- Studying and my future
- Travel and tourism

How is it examined?

During the course, there will be regular vocabulary tests within each module of work as well as end of module
assessments in reading, listening, speaking, or writing.

At the end of Year 11, there will be examinations in the four skill areas, each providing 25% of the final grade. GCSE
Spanish has a Foundation Tier (grades 5-1) and a Higher Tier (grade 9-4). Students must take all four question papers at
the same tier.

Paper 1: Speaking — Foundation 7-9 minutes — Higher 10-12 minutes

Paper 2: Listening & Understanding — Foundation 45 minutes — Higher 60 minutes
Paper 3: Reading & Understanding — Foundation 45 minutes — Higher 60 minutes
Paper 4: Writing — Foundation 75 minutes — Higher 80 minutes

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?
e Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Spanish

You could go on to study Spanish in the Sixth Form and then at university, possibly combining it with another subject
such as Law, Business, Travel and Tourism, Media, or International Development. You could also use Spanish in many
local or national companies and businesses. In addition, a language at GCSE is often an entry requirement for the most
competitive degree courses across a range of subjects.

Career directions:

Employers in many sectors welcome the problem-solving and communication skills that students develop when they
study a language. Spanish is an important and widely spoken language that can lead to a variety of careers in Business,
Media, Law, Science, Education, Travel and Finance. Having a language qualification can open up so many opportunities
and can take you all over the world working in Hospitality, the Armed Forces or teaching English abroad, the possibilities
are endless! Spanish is the official language in 21 countries and having a GCSE can take you anywhere from Spain to
Peru.
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STATISTICS and FURTHER MATHS MR | MCLEAN

What is it about?

This option choice leads to a pair of qualifications, GCSE Statistics and the Level 2 Certificate in Further Maths, and is
designed to stretch and challenge our strongest mathematicians. For this reason, entry is restricted to those who are in
set 1 for mathematics.

What sort of work is done?

In Year 10, students will study GCSE Statistics. This course incorporates numerous examples of real-life data and
contexts, which build skills that students will use in other subjects, such as science and geography. Based on the
principles of the statistical enquiry cycle, students gain a rounded understanding of how to interpret and apply data to a
number of scenarios, both across subjects and in the real world.

In Year 11, students will study the Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics. Algebra and geometry, which are crucial to
further study in the subject, are covered in greater depth and breadth and there is an emphasis on technical proficiency,
rigorous argument and problem solving skills. The course also gives an introduction to calculus and matrices and
develops further skills in trigonometry, functions and graphs.

How is it examined?

GCSE Statistics will be examined by two papers at the end of Year 10. All students will study the Higher Tier.
Paper 1: With a calculator, 1 hour 30 minutes.

Paper 2: With a calculator, 1 hour 30 minutes.

The Level 2 Certificate in Further Maths will be examined by two papers at the end of Year 11.

Paper 1: Non-calculator, 1 hour 45 minutes.

Paper 2: With a calculator, 1 hour 45 minutes.

What qualifications will I get? What could it lead to?

e Pearson Edexcel Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Statistics (grades 4 to 9)
e AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics (grades 4 to 9)

Those with appropriate grades will be able to progress to a Level 3 mathematics qualification such as Core Maths, A
Level Mathematics and A Level Further Mathematics.

Career Directions

This option provides a fantastic platform for post-16 study of mathematics and a wide range of mathematical, technical
or scientific careers.
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RIPLE SCIENCE MRS A BEDFORD

Students started the Pearson Edexcel Level 1 / Level 2 GCSE (9-1) Science course in September 2024. Those in Science 9A
ALD, 9B ACP and 9C CXB have the option of taking Triple Science at GCSE. All other students will follow the Combined
Science course.

What is it about?

Triple Science students will complete a series of units in separate science subjects Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This
will allow the students to gain three GCSEs, one for Biology, one for Chemistry and one for Physics. All three GCSEs will
be examined at the end of year 11.

What sort of work is done?

The Separate science curriculum consists of a Chemistry, Biology and Physics GCSE. The content covered includes all of
the Combined GCSE content, plus extra more complex units such as the Kidney in Biology, Nanoparticles in Chemistry
and Space in Physics.

Homework is set as school policy — on a regular basis to consolidate and extend learning. End of unit tests will be
completed in lesson time to assess the progress of each student and to direct students requiring intervention. Pre-public
examinations (mock exams) will be completed at the end of each course.

How is it examined?

The separate science course consists of two separate examinations in Biology, Chemistry and Physics for each GCSE
qualification, making a total of six papers. Each paper is 1 hour and 45 minutes each and accounts for 50% of the
qualification.

Is there a Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) requirement in the GCSE?

There is no NEA associated with GCSE but students are expected to complete set practical skills throughout the GCSE in
lessons to be written up and assessed by their teachers. These practical skills will be included in the GCSE exam paper
content.

What qualification will | get? What could it lead to?

You will gain three separate GCSE certificates for each of the science subjects (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) each one

with a9 — 1 grade. With a grade 9 — 6 in a Science GCSE, you could study the relevant A-level Science; Biology, Chemistry
and Physics. With a grade 4 — 5 you could also be considered for the BTEC Level 3 Diploma and can give you access to all
apprentice opportunities at colleges and Higher Education establishments and extended skills programs.

Career directions can include Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy and Veterinary science, Chemical engineering, Engineering,
Physics and Aviation. A-level Science qualifications are one of the core qualifications sort out by the top universities in
the country as evidence of your academic ability and can give you access to high level entry into public services and the
military.
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HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FINAL OPTION FORM

This year the submission of students Options Form will be done electronically through the My Child At School
(MCAS) Parent App. The window for this will open immediately after Parents Evening on Thursday 5
February 2026 and will close on Friday 13t February 2026. We do not consider the forms on a first come first
served basis so please do not rush — consider your choices carefully as we are unlikely to be able to change
them after submission.

All courses run subject to numbers. In the event of a course not running discussions will be had with
individual students before the release of Option choices in June.

CONSTRAINED CHOICE

Select ONE subject from the list below — under most circumstances you will get this subject.

Year 9 options

Common rules: Total Main choices 3 Total Reserves 1 « A subject can only be selected once as a main or reserve
choice « You may only select one of these subjects as a main choice: Design & Technology (Materials), Design &
Technology (Textiles)

© 2 ;

Constrained choice

Select only 1 subject from Group Constrained choice

Choice 1
French X v

French You must be studying French in Year 9 to choose this
Spanish You must be studying Spanish in Year 9 to choose this
Latin You must be studying Latin in Year 9 to choose this.
Geography
History
Ancient History
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OPTION CHOICES

Please select 2 option choices and a Reserve. Please consider your choices carefully as changes are highly
unlikely after Options have been submitted. We endeavour to give you choice 1 and any one of choice 2 or
Reserve so it is very important you choose subjects you would like to study equally.

Other choices

© 3

Select 2 subjects from Group Other choices » Select exact 1reserve subjects from Group Other choices

Choice 1

Music

Reserve 1

Photography

Choice 2

X v Food Preparation and Nutrition X v

Art

Ancient History

Please read information about this subject as you have not studied it before

Business Studies

Please read information about this subject as you have not studied it before

Computer Science

Please read eligibility criteria for taking this course

Creative iMedia

Please read information about this subject as you have not studied it before

Food Preparation & Nutrition

Design & Technology - Materials

Design & Technology - Textiles

You can only choose 1 of these

French You must be studying French in Year 9 to choose this

Geography

Health & Social Care Please read information about this subject as you have not studied it before
History

Latin You must be studying Latin in Year 9 to choose this

Media Studies

Please read information about this subject as you have not studied it before

Music

Performing Arts (Drama)

Physical Education

Photography Please read information about this subject as you have not studied it before
Psychology Please read information about this subject as you have not studied it before
Spanish You must be studying Spanish in Year 9 to choose this

Statistics and Further Maths

Please read eligibility criteria for taking this course

Triple Science

Please read eligibility criteria for taking this course
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FINAL SUBMISSION

When all choices have been made please check the Form and press Submit. The form cannot be changed
once submitted but can be saved for later whilst choices are being made.

@ ® ©

® Please check your subject order of preference before submitting. i= Set Preference
Constrained choice Select only 1 subject from Group Constrained choice & Edit
© French Preference 1
Other Select 2 subjects from Group Other choices = Select exact 1 reserve subjects from Group 5 Edi
choices Other choices _4, 5
© Music Preference 2
O Food Preparation and Nutrition Preference 3
© Photography Reserve

A form can only be submitted once and cannot be changed later. If you would like to modify it, use the Save for later
button. If you go back, the preferences will be reset. You may need to check the preferences again

PLEASE SUBMIT A FINAL FORM ON THE MCAS App by Friday 13" February 2026
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